
 

 
 

Dear
Vascular InternatIonal friends,

the time has come for new training concepts in surgical disciplines. Stric-
ter working time regulations in Europe and the USA increasingly cause 
concern about the future of surgical disciplines. In the last two decades, 
the conditions for training have fundamentally changed at several levels. 
The demands young doctors place on their training and the actual trai-
ning success in surgical disciplines are often measured based on case 
numbers and the technical skills acquired. However, these requirements 
along with the specification of working hours defined by lawmakers and 
the patients’ expectation of being treated by experienced surgeons are no 
longer compatible with old training concepts.  

Young doctors in particular complain about inflexible working time regu-
lations and excessive administration leaving less and less time for their 
practical training and further education. The colleagues may now be well 
rested, but they increasingly no longer feel fit for their job. An article on 
this topic published in the American journal “Annals of Surgery”   (Vol. 259 
\[6\], p. 1041) caused quite a stir among experts and prompted the German 
Society of Surgery to advocate new rules for advanced education.  

A large part of the dilemma could be solved by structured training on si-
mulators. Practical training based on efficient and safe simulation training 
on lifelike models as VI has been offering for more than 20 years will play 
an even more important role in the future. More and more professional as-
sociations recognize the necessity and importance of the VI training. Both 
at the Annual Meeting of the Austrian Society for Vascular Surgery (ÖGG), 
which was recently held in Graz, and at that of the German Society for Va-
scular Surgery (DGG) in Hamburg, VI training courses were held for young 
doctors. Furthermore, VI models will also be used as part of the European 
Board of Surgery Qualification exams to evaluate practical skills. 

VI’s long-standing experience in this area offers a major competitive ad-
vantage for vascular surgery to secure and further develop this discipline. 

The first step in the right direction has been taken. Let’s use the momen-
tum to formally adapt practical training to new realities. 

Yours 

Prim. PD Dr. afshin assadian,
Head of Department for Vascular Surgery
Wilheminenspital Vienna, Austria

For the first time, VASCULAR INTER-
NATIONAL will offer a special one-
day training course in open vascular 
surgery at the renowned VEITHsym-
posium in New York this year (Novem-
ber 18-22, 2014). This pilot workshop 
is a joint initiative of VEITH 2014 and 
 VASCULAR INTERNATIONAL. The in-
frastructure is supported by  MAQUET. 
The focus of the workshop will be on 
training access surgery, open infrare-
nal aortic repair for AAA and carotid 
endarterectomy (patch plasty, eversi-
on technique). The workshop addres-
ses vascular and general surgeons 
in training. The number of trainees is 
limited to 16. Early registration is re-
commended. The reservation fee is 
US$ 100, which will be refunded at the 
end of the course. 

read more & registration 
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november 5, 2014
Practical interventional course for Mtra and or personnel
University Hospital Basel

This one-day course addresses assisting OR personnel as well as technical radiology assistants. In short theory lessons, 
basic information on contrast media, angiography equipment, radiation protection and knowledge of materials will be 
provided. The hands-on training focuses on puncture techniques (antegrade, retrograde), wire and catheter techniques, 
crossover manoeuvres, iliaco-femoral angioplasties, and the application of stents and grafts for arterial occlusion and 
aneurysmal diseases. This special course will also focus on cooperation between interventionalists and assistants.

Read more

november 6-7, 2014
Practical interventional course for Physicians and teams
University Hospital Basel

Practical training for interventional vascular therapy will be performed on VI models and simulators in small 
groups at this two-day interdisciplinary course. The course will be complemented by short theoretical teaching and 
demonstrations. This course addresses especially radiologists, vascular surgeons, angiologists and teams (endo-
vascular junior trainees). At the same time, it will be possible for participants to work with their own team in order 
to train and optimize processes.

Read more

november 25-26, 2014
Basic and advanced course vascular ultrasound 
University Hospital Basel

VASCULAR INTERNATIONAL and the Swiss ICAN section of SGUM will teach the basics of ultrasound examinations 
and in particular of duplex ultrasound at this two-day course. On the first day, the focus will be on technical basics, and 
hands-on training will be performed on the liver, aorta and the vessels of the lower leg. The theoretical basis of ultra-
sound of the veins (thrombosis, endovenous therapy) and arteries (acute occlusions, aneurysms) with practical exer-
cises will be on the agenda of the second day.

Read more

January 18-24, 2015
Pontresina Basic course & Masterclass
Convention Centre Rondo, Pontresina

The traditional three-day `Pontresina Basic course’ will again train participants in all basic vascular techniques in 
theory as well as in practice. This course is especially designed for trainees of all surgical fields. The four-day ‘Pon-
tresina Masterclass’ concentrates on intensive training of open and endovascular procedures as well as of the com-
plex aortic and carotid surgery on pulsatile models. The courses are module-based and complement one another.
Read more Basic course
Read more Masterclass

February 2, 2015
Practical anatomy on cadavers 
University Hospital Bern

The course will concentrate on the exposition of the arteria poplitea, the truncus tibiofibularis and all lower limb arte-
ries. Specially prepared human cadaver legs (stained blood vessels) will be used to realistically practice the cut-down 
to all lower limb arteries. All classical accesses, from supragenicular to pedal, will be performed under guidance. The 
course addresses doctors with sufficient experience in vascular surgery.

Please note: limited number of participants!

Read more
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Vascular InternatIonal thanks all its industry partners for their commitment und support which enable 
VI to fulfill its mission to offer high quality training for vascular surgeons serving the patient’s needs!
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 InForMatIon & contact

Vascular InternatIonal executIVe BoarD 
A. Assadian, H.-H. Eckstein, L. Gürke, H. Kiser,
K. Klemm, T. Meile, J. Schmidli, H. Schumacher

suPPortIng socIetIes
Swiss Society for Vascular Surgery (SGG)
European Society for Vascular Surgery (ESVS)
Division of Vascular Surgery of UEMS

cMe-creDIts
CME, EVCME points /credits will be provided

regIstratIon courses
Online registration: www.vascular-international.org 
You can easily pay per PayPal, Mastercard, Visa, American 
Express. In case of technical problems while registering 
please contact  admin@vascular-international.org

For course-descriptions, more details go
to www.vascular-international.org or 
or simply contact  info@vascular-international.org
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Vascular InternatIonal at the Ögg annual Meeting 
in graz, austria
35 surgeons in training took part in the VI training camp at the 46th Annual 
Meeting of the Austrian Society for Vascular Surgery (ÖGG) from September 
10-13, 2014, in Graz, Austria. Different VI models were used to train infrare-
nal aortic repair. This is a particularly important dry exercise for surgeons 
in training. “VASCULAR INTERNATIONAL courses for teaching endovascular 
basic techniques are especially important since various methods of different 
disciplines are brought together which have so far not been combined in this 
form in the traditional education of surgeons in training,” explains Univ.-Prof. 
Dr. Tina Cohnert, congress president and head of the vascular department 
LKH-Universitätsklinikum Graz.

Read more 

VI training at the Dgg annual Meeting in Hamburg, germany
Hands-on courses for open vascular surgery also took place at the 30th 
Annual Meeting of the German Society for Vascular Surgery (DGG) in 
Hamburg from September 22-24, 2014. VI tutors taught complex aortic 
and carotid procedures. Pulsatile VI models were used in combination 
with real animal models to perform arterial reconstruction of the A. ca-
rotid, the renal arteries and viscera arteries as well as the complete aor-
ta. The usage of this subtle preparation technique is especially important 
for vascular surgery as well as the atraumatic operation technique and 
can only be performed realistically on live animal models.

Read more

ÖGG Annual Meeting Graz

DGG Annual Meeting

DGG Annual Meeting
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